The association between extrahepatic biliary carcinoma and the junction of the cystic duct and the biliary tree.
To establish accurately the sites of primary extrahepatic biliary carcinomas, so that optimal treatment may be given. Retrospective study. University department of surgery. 120 patients with 121 primary extrahepatic biliary carcinomas. Site of tumour (primary site being geometric centre of tumour) and distance from junction of cystic duct and the biliary tree on histological examination of the resected specimen. 64 of the tumours (53%) were within 5 mm of the junction; 14 were proximal to the junction, 32 distal, and 18 within the cystic duct itself. Over half the primary extrahepatic biliary tumours were within 5 mm of the junction of the cystic duct and the rest of the biliary tree. Further investigations are required to find out if any particular aetiological factor can be identified.